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Abstract

Toward a New Unity of Heaven and Humanity( XA %5—)
: Jeong Yak-yong’s Theory of Seongui(#ii)

Jo Hyeon-ung

Lecturer, School of Digital Humanities and Computational Social Sciences(DHSS), Korea

Advanced Institute of Science and Technology(KAIST)

During his exile in Gangjin, Tasan Jeong Yak-yong completed a
new theory of learning through his writings on the Great Learning
and Doctrine of the Mean. In the Daehak Gongeui(Impartial
Discussion on the Great Learning), he criticized the Zhu Xi’s
framework of the Three Guidelines and Eight Items(=#-/\ & H),
and returned to the original text of the Great Learning. By shifting
the starting point of learning from gyeokmul(#+7, investigation of
things) to seongui(i#i%, making the will sincere), Tasan established
an internally coherent theory of learning centered around the “pivot
of the mutual relation between Heaven and humanity” (K A Zffi@flt).
This reorientation was fully realized when he drew upon the phrase

from the Doctrine of the Mean “Sincerity is the beginning and end
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of all things”(##, ¥ 2#4f), and thereby confined the essence
of seongui to the humane and political sphere. This article aims
to elucidate the philosophical implications of Tasan’s distinctive
interpretation of seongui.

Tasan begins by correlating the Zhongyong’s phrase “Sincerity
is the beginning and end of all things”(##, .2 # 1) with the
Daehak’s “Things have roots and branches; affairs have beginnings
and ends”(# A A K, F A1), thus conceptualizing sincerity(7)
within a humanistic and political context. He positions seongui as
the central axis of learning within the system of the “Six Items of
Gezhi”(# 5 f6), a framework that is structurally distinguished—at
the level of exposition—f{rom moral virtues such as filial piety(Z),
fraternal respect(#?), and parental affection(:%). Moreover, in a
unique move, Tasan invokes the interpretation of the Southern
Song scholar Wu Jizi(% 2 T-), interpreting the phrase “ten eyes
and ten hands”(+ H+7F) in the seongui chapter as referring to the
“radiant and solemn presence of the spirits in Heaven and Earth”( X
oS4 # 511). Through this, he characterizes ui(7, intention)
as a domain within human consciousness where the transcendent
moral demand of Heaven manifests itself, thereby giving seongui
a unique position as a moral pivot rooted in the Way of Heaven( X
i). On this transcendental basis, Tasan reinterprets the stages of
practical cultivation, extending from “Without self-deception”( /L I
) to “Without litigation”(#72), as a continuous moral praxis that

embodies the humane realization of seongui.
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Ultimately, Tasan links musong(fi2) with jiseong(Z i, utmost
sincerity) in the Doctrine of the Mean. This connection signifies
that human moral praxis may ultimately converge with the
operations of Heaven, and that, at the apex of moral cultivation,
the human being is capable of participating in the transformative
processes of Heaven and Earth as an equal agent. Such a view
declares the infinite possibility of human moral contribution to
the cosmic process of transformation and nourishment(huayuk
{L#). In Tasan’s perspective, the achievement of the sage(% A)
not only continues the humanistic path but may reach the point
of assisting the works of Heaven(sangcheon - X) itself. This may
be understood as a newly articulated form of the unity between
Heaven and humanity(cheonin hapil, X A% —), one that is realized
through jiseong(%:ik).

This study demonstrates that Tasan’s theory of seongui, as the
central axis of his theory of learning, interpenetrates the realms
of Heaven and humanity. From its point of departure to its
ultimate telos, his system of thoughts maintains a rigorous internal
coherence. As an original achievement within the Confucian
tradition of self-cultivation and praxis, Tasan’s theory invites further

scholarly engagement and critical development.
Key Words | Theory of Learning, Making the Will Sincere (34),

Sincerity(##), Utmost Sincerity(%#), The Pivot Between Heaven and

Humanity( KA ZH#), Solemn Presence of the Spirits in Heaven and
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Earth (K REmiE/i#R51), Without Self-Deception (), Without

Litigation(#32).

Hokgol Jolert e Aegdel 4 _ 129

o






